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What Is CPT-¥? a1

CPT® (Current Procedural Terminology)
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AMA (American Medical Association) CPT



Linkage Between ICD & CPT

CPT-¥ represents the “WHAT” was done to the patient
Procedure------------------- ¥V (EKG)

ICD represents the “WHY”” it was done
Medical Necessity--------- VAT &







Organization of CPT Manual (* major
sections):

Evaluation and Management (34Y+:) - 44¥44) sl

S e

Anesthesiology (*+)++ =193 99).+ - 491Y.) (56
Surgery (Veo¥e —74444) RN
Radiology (Y++)+ - va339) 3l
Pathology and Laboratory ~ (A+ ¥4 - A4Y44) oBila 1 (oaslid

Medicine (A YA) - 99149)
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» Modifiers:

> Are two-character codes added to CPT codes to supply
specific information about services provided.

» Cross References:

o between Index Entries. These are listed as links to the
right of an entry term and begin with the text "see" or

see also”. Imoplant; see also

augmentation, replacement

Reduction

Fracture: see fracture

» CPT Symbols



Add - on code Plus symbol identifies add-on codes usually performed at the
+ same time and by the same provider as the primary procedure.

modifier - ) exempt circle with line through it - Means modifier - is not assigned
@ to the code and are not add-on procedures

revised code Located to the left of the code indicates the code description
A has been revised in the current edition of the CPT

% FDA approval (pending) Lightning Bolt - Indicates product is pending FDA approval

O reinstated code or recycled

> « appear at the beginning and ~ Two Horizontal Triangles - These are around notes that have
at the end of a section of been revised
new or revised text
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encloses synonyms, alternative terminology or explanatory

phrases.

enclose supplementary words, called nonessential modifiers, that | There are usually notes in parenthesis to
may be present in the narrative description of a disease w/ out indicate the primary code(s) that these
affecting the code assignment. apply to.

Used in the tabular list after an incomplete term that needs one or
more of the modifiers that follow in order to make it assignable
to a given category.

Not elsewhere classifiable

Not other wise specified

a part of, or clarify a main term Semi-colon in a CPT description
denotes that everything to the left of the
semi-colon is applicable to the indented
shorter descriptions following

a term after the brace indicates that it is a required modifier of
the term before the brace

Asterisk or star shows after minor surgery codes to show
preoperative and postoperative services are included and means
the package or global surgery is not applicable. These procedures
are usually paid as fee-for-service

Dot surrounded by Circle - Denotes moderate sedation.



CPT Appendix

Appendix A= Modifiers

» Appendix B= Summary of Additions, Deletions and Revisions
» Appendix C= Clinical Examples

» Appendix D= Summary of Add-on Codes

» Appendix E= Summary of Modifier -&) exempt

» Appendix F= Summary of Modifier -7Y exempt. -7Y identifies procedures that are performed on
infants <¥kg or A.A pounds & represents a significant increase in physician's work &
complexity of service/procedure

» Appendix G= Summary of codes that include moderate sedation
 « Appendix K= Products pending FDA approval
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Example:

YO) oo arthrotomy, wrist joint; for biopsy
Yoy for synovectomy

Yoy.d arthrotomy, wrist joint; for

synovectomy

**Commonly referred to as “Indented Codes”™
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CPT Index



Use of CPT-¥ Manual
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Example:

Surgery: operations and minor procedures
Medicine:  diagnostic or therapeutic procedure
Radiology: radiographic study
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Service procedure
Anatomic site
Condition or disease
Synonym
Eponyms
Abbrivations
Important!!!!!
In short...NEVER CODE FROM THE INDEX@!@!
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Read the source document. Never assume!

Using information in the record, analyze procedure
statement provided by physician. Identify main term
and modifying terms

Locate main term in the CPT index

Look for sub-terms indented below the main term

Jot down the tentative code range for each procedure.

Locate each tentative code in the book

Read any instructional notes and watch for diagnoses
or specific procedures within code descriptions

Verify that the code matches the procedure statement
provided in the record

Assign a modifier if necessary

Assign the code
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Tepair-Simple UNITS FUD ANES

add the lengths of repairs)

Scalp, neck, axillaes, external

genitalia, trunk, and

extremities (including hands

and Tfeet):

1 20-01 up to 2.5 cm 1.0 rd 3
-2 2.5 cm to 7.5 cm 1.4 ra =3
iy F. | .5 em to 12.5 om L 1.8 Fa 3
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iepair-Simple UNITS FUD ANES

Add the lengths of repairs)

Scalp, neck, axillae, external

genitalia, trunk, and

extremities (including hands

and feet):
i120-01 up to 2.5 cm 1.0 7 3
-Oé 2.5 cm to 7.5 em 1.4 7 3
-04 75 cmto 125 cm " 1.8 7 3
-05 12.5 em to 20.0 em 2.2 7 3
Trunk
S131-00 1to25cm 1.3 30

(For up to 1 cm, see
simple or intermediate

repairs). -

-01 2.;5 cm to 7.5 cm 3.0 30

Repair-Intermediate

Scalp, axillae, trunk, and

extremities (excluding hands

and feet):
S$120-31 up to 25 em T2 15 3
-32 25 cmto 7.5 cm 1.7 15 3

-34 7.5 em to 12.5 em

-35 12.5 cm to 20.0 cm 2.7 15 3
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